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Fall Festival by Koen Gaydos 
 

     Superheroes, policemen, ghouls, witches, food items galore!  The Fall Festival Parade at Valley Ele-

mentary Middle School was filled with students in frightening and funny costumes.  Every year at the end 

of October, students from kindergarten through sixth grade parade around their school’s parking lot 

showing off their costumes.  This 

year there was an increase in elder-

ly and mythical costumes.  Some 

inflatables including T-Rex along 

with Boss Baby also made an ap-

pearance.  The costumes that were 

based on horror films were a lot 

more graphic than previous years.  

Overall, the Fall Festival at Valley 

Elementary Middle School was a 

very fun way to celebrate the sea-

son and month of October. Student 

Council students assisted Kindergarden and first grade students by helping them don their costumes and 

make the trek around the school.   

     Halloween originated during medieval times when people believed the day before All Souls day was 

when all the lost souls were roaming the Earth, and the next day they would be able to reach heaven.  

Trick-or-treating evolved from the tradition of souling.  In souling, people went door to door offering 

prayers for the dead in exchange for treats.  Just like everything, this holiday has  evolved, and today, 

children dress in costumes and offer tricks for treats.   
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                Middle School Field Hockey Team by Molly Znachko 

This season, the Lady Cougars went 13-3.  Not only did they have a winning record, but they de-

feated their biggest rival, the Crestwood Comets.  Throughout the season, the team scored over 

thirty goals and only let in a little over ten.  The team had just about fifty girls on it! From eight 

grade, the Valley girls on the team were Felicia Cera, Lauren Festa, Jenna Kubitz, Mia Marnell, Isa-

belle Seratch, Jenna Stefanick, and Molly Znachko.  The seventh graders were Madeline Ashton, Angelina Gallagher, 

Grace Gudich, Kaci Kilker, Kyli Kilker, Taylor Kilker, Jillian McGeehin, Emily Meyers, and Lily Palfey.  This team not 

only allowed the players on it to increase their field hockey skills but also to become better friends with other girls 

from throughout the district.  Although joining this team is a big commitment with practices every night, it is also a 

lot of fun.  Various team members played music on their phones and practically the whole bus would sing along.  

This year’s Lady Cougar Field Hockey team was not only an outstanding team, but it was also a fun team. 

        There’s No “I” in Team by Grant Russo 

Being part of a team can be a great experience that teaches 

you several skills you will need in life including: responsibil-

ity, commitment, and teamwork.  A team can help you real-

ize it is your responsibility to work hard, do your best to 

help the team succeed, and stay eligible to play.   

A team also provides you with the skill of teamwork.  You 

have to work well with others to be successful both on a 

team and in everyday life.  You must also be committed to a 

team and put it ahead of other less important things.  Being 

involved with a team is like being part of a family, and you 

must treat it like that.  Others have your back, and you 

should have theirs.  A team picks you up if you are not per-

forming well and you do the same.  That is the great thing 

about a team and is my favorite aspect.   

Another part of teams is putting aside personal conflicts to 

benefit everyone.  If you are in an argument with a team-

mate, your teamwork on the field should not be affected.  

Having each other’s back is what makes a good team run 

smoothly and leads to great things both on and off the field.  

Being off the field is just as important as being on, and you 

should remember it is your responsibility to represent your 

team in a positive way.  As you can see being part of a team 

can implement several important skills in your life and 

makes you a part of something special.  

It bends backwards. A searing pain shoots through your arm. 

You have just broken your arm! What should you do? 

Steps to Care for a Broken Arm  

by Eden Johnson            

First of all:  Do not break your arm!  But if it hap-

pens,  follow these hints: 

  If you just have a splint, you should ice it for 20 

minutes, 3 times a day. 

 If you have a cast, make sure you don’t get your 

cast wet or else it might fall apart. 

 When you shower, cover your cast with a bread 

and seal it with duck tape. 

 DON’T stick things in your cast for any reason.  . 

 It is normal if your arm has a really bad itch.  This 

is just the dry skin under your cast. 

 Don’t wear anything tight over your cast. This 

will lead to issues in the future. 

 Try not to bump your arm around at all. 

 Keep your arm in the correct position so it heals 

thoroughly. 

If you follow these steps, your recovery should go 

smoothly. 
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The 2017 World Series Is Upon Us by Ian Kramer 

 The MLB postseason is wrapping up, but the excitement is just beginning. The Los Angeles 

Dodgers coasted their way through the playoffs, while the Houston Astros faced several bumps in the 

road, including a winner takes all game 7 against the New York Yankees in the ALCS. The Los Ange-

les Dodgers have a high flying offense bolstered by sluggers Cody Bellinger, Joc Pederson, and Corey 

Seager. The Dodgers are also propelled by their lights out bullpen and their phenomenal starting pitch-

ers. The LA team finished the regular season with the best record in the league. On the other hand, the 

Astros are led by their young core of the explosive Jose Altuve, all-around player Carlos Correa, speedy 

outfielder George Springer, and aces Dallas Keuchel, Lance McCullers JR., and Justin Verlander. They 

are a fast, well hitting team with great pitching. But, their bullpen is no match for that of the Dodgers. 

The Astros will need their starting pitches to play masterfully and will have to run up the score against 

the Dodgers in order to win this series. 

My Prediction:  I believe the Dodgers will win the series by a score of 4 games to 2. 

The Houston Astros Win the World Series by Ian Kramer 

 After 52 long years, the Houston Astros have finally won the World Series. Formerly the Hou-

ston Colt .45s, the Houston Astros entered the MLB in 1965. The Houston Astros faced the Los Angeles 

Dodgers in the 2017 MLB World Series. The LA Dodgers have a rich history which includes 5 World 

Series titles of their own. The Astros dropped the first game by a score of 3-1, but bounced back, win-

ning the next 2 games. The Dodgers responded by winning 

the next game. Game 5 was a thriller in which the Houston 

Astros beat the Los Angeles Dodgers by a score of 13-12. 

The Dodgers then won game 6 to tie the series 3-3. Final-

ly, in game 7, the Astros defeated the Dodgers by a score 

of 5-1 and won the World Series. The Astros hope that 

their excellent pitching and talented fielders will lead them 

to the promised land next year. 

 



               

 

ARK Survival Evolved is a survival game with DINOSAURS!!!! It was developed by Wildcard 
and initially released in beta on June 2, 2015; it came out on Xbox in December 2015 and 
on PS4 in December 2016.  The game involves dinosaurs that you have to co-exist with and 
tame, you can also play with other people to team up or destroy each other. The price used 
to be $30 but at full release it became $60 which is fair for all the content you get. 

If you end up buying ARK, you can play by yourself or with friends on servers to fight others 
and tame dinos. I recommend you play by yourself on first on the normal map, although there are many other maps to 
explore. Once you start, you can create your character and once you spawn you can look at the leveling system which is 
very simple and neat. Through the game you will want to tame dinos to support you and build better gear, like guns and 
metal buildings. Some of the best moments in the game include exploring the oceans and running from predators, but 
you can’t forget that surge of adrenaline you get when you finally slay yourself a T-Rex, now that should bring a smile to 
your face. In single player, I have well over 7 days of playtime so I can relate to all the struggles and all of the excite-
ment. Now on servers I have a good 5 or 6 days played, yes I have nothing better to do. On servers my best recommen-
dations are play with friends and keep quiet or get raided by others and once you’re strong enough, raid everyone and 
everything. Overall ARK is one of my favorite games of all time and my friends and I still play it rather often and I would 
recommend it if you want a little spice in a survival game. 
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Destiny 2 Review by Brandon Gaizick                        
Destiny 2 is an online multiplayer first person shooter video game made by Bungie and published by Ac-

tivision. Destiny 2 was released on September 6, 2017. Destiny 2 is set in a 

“mythic science fiction.” The world of Destiny 2 has planets and moons such as 

Earth, Titan, Nessus, and Io. There is also a PVP (player versus player) game 

mode called the Crucible. Destiny 2 is mainly a PVE (player versus Entity) game 

and there are quests, missions, strikes, and the all-and-mighty Raids. The main 

purpose of doing these are so you can get powerful gear and Exotics. 

              People like this game because they farm it to get the best gear and perform Raids. Raids are ba-

sically a bigger strike and Bungie’s way of saying “The only way to earn good gear is to complete the 

raid.”  There are three classes in Destiny 2: Titan, Warlock, and Hunter. The Titan is the classic tank-like 

class that has various different supers such as hammers. The Warlock is the class like a witch and has 

supers like shooting lightning out of their hands. The final class, the Hunter has supers like the Golden 

Gun that does high amounts of damage. This was the Destiny 2 Review, hopefully you could see why 

now so many people like this game.   

ARK Survival Evolved Review by Nathan Markle 

Twilight by Nekeya Deangelo and Eden Johnson 

Since the movie was released, Twilight fans have been arguing about 

which actor is better—Robert Pattinson (Edward  Cullen) or  Taylor 

Lautner (Jacob Black).  They are the two boys of Twilight who the fan 

girls heartthrob over. Twilight fans can watch the movie over and 

over again and never have enough even though the movie came out 

in 2008.  Although we might be biased—team Edward all the way—

which do you prefer: vampire Edward or wolf Jacob?   
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         It Review by Nathan Houser 
 

In the 1980s Stephen King wrote the iconic horror novel It  which is considered to be one 

of his most iconic novels. In 1990 a TV miniseries was made of It starring Tim Curry as 

Pennywise.  Pennywise terrorizes the town, feeding off of children’s fear.  Currently, 

there is a remake; this is a review of the new 2017 IT movie. 

The Characters—The characters in the new movie were way better than the ones in the 

miniseries.  Instead of Beverly’s character being a generic girl stereotype, she’s a sexual-

ly abused girl who fears nothing Pennywise tries to scare her with; the reason she hangs out with the “Losers Club” 

is because she has the label of being a bad girl, and no one else accepts her but that club. Pennywise’s character has 

too much Computer Generated Images (CGI) over him and he does this weird spastic shake all the time; the direc-

tors should have let the actor do his job. But otherwise, the characters are good.  

The Plot—The plot line is pretty much the same although the setting in the new movie takes place in the 1980s 

whereas the old story takes place in 1950.  While it may not seem like nothing much, in the book it was a serious 

part because one of the characters was African American, and racism was a major problem for that character. 

Special Effects—The effects for the most part are very good. The headless boy and the Georgie puppet were exe-

cuted really well. However the floating kids looked very cheap, but overall the effects were fine. 

Tone—For the 1980 miniseries, the tone was a cheesy horror movie, but that was the intent.  In the new version, 

the tone was undecipherable. It tries to be serious, funny, timeless, and scary all at once. The tone of the movie is 

churned like a blender, instead of sticking to one tone. The tone I felt was a major down fall of the movie. 

5/5 Stars—While the film has some kinks, it deserves the highest respect. 

Volume 1, Issue 1 

Battlefield 1by Ryan Coghill 

     Battlefield 1 is a first person shooter game developed by Dice and published EA games. This is the newest of 

the Battlefield series, even though it takes places in the earliest time period. The release date of the game was Oc-

tober 21, 2016, and this game takes place in the First World War. This game is immersive and makes you feel like 

a WWI infantry soldier. The campaign which they called war stories is compelling and attaches you to the charac-

ters even though it is not a traditional campaign. This game is playable on Xbox One, PlayStation 4, and Mi-

crosoft Windows. You can even get it in the new Xbox One S Bundle at the price of $200 dollars. There were 1.1 

million copies sold on PlayStation 4. My personal opinion on the game is that it has realistic logic, feels like real 

war with a changing environment, and its lots fun whether you’re alone or with friends. This is probably my fa-

vorite game so I would rate it 10/10. 

    To add to the entertainment they have released a new expansion called, “In the Name of the Tsar.” This DLC 

was released on September 19, 2017 and was available to Premium Pass owners Sep-

tember 5, 2017. This add-on includes new maps, new weapons, and new vehicles. This 

also includes new operations. Some of the new maps are Brusilov Keep, Galicia, Albi-

on, Lupkow Pass, Volga River, and Tsaritsyn. In my opinion I would suggest this game 

to anyone who enjoys fun, realistic, and immersive gameplay experience.           



 D-Day by Ryan Coghill 

         It is June 6, 1944, you are an American infantry 

soldier, part of the 29th infantry division, sailing onto the 

beach of Omaha. The bombers, or ‘’flyboys’’ as your 

friends call them, fly overhead as you board your landing 

craft. They do a final sweep of the beach trying to elimi-

nate the Nazi MG42s and bunkers. You have no clue 

what to expect when you land. Suddenly, as you are 

coming close to the beach machine gun spray starts ham-

mering your boat. You duck for cover and pray one of 

those bullets doesn’t have your name on it. 

     Bombardment of the beaches started at midnight on 

the day of the assault. 2,200 bomber planes from Ameri-

ca, Britain, and Canada. The bombing at the beach Oma-

ha was very poor because of the low clouds, and some 

other bombers failed because of fear of hitting their own 

troops and delayed too long. The Germans also had air-

craft in areas to fight back. All in all, the bombings 

helped the infantry advance the invasion.    

    June 6, 1944, during WWII, American, Canadian, and 

British troops storm the Beaches of Normandy. This was 

called Operation Overlord and was the largest seaborne 

invasion in history. 

The planning began in 

1943, months leading 

up to the invasion, and 

the weather needed to 

be perfect but it was far 

from it.  They created a military diversion with a wrong 

date to confuse the Germans. Then on the actual day they 

stormed the five beaches. The five beaches’ codenames 

were Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno, and Sword. Utah and 

Omaha were American invasion areas and Gold and 

Sword were British beaches. Finally, Juno was a Canadi-

an beach.  

      During the invasion, men started dying before their 

boots even touched the ground. As in the beginning of 

the article, the machine gun fire started hammering the 

landing crafts killing soldiers. The beach itself was a 

monster of its own, filled with barbed wire, open spaces, 

and land mines. Within the weather and the hellish situa-

tion of the beach it was a recipe for disaster. 4,413 casu-

alties occurred within allied forces alone during Opera-

tion Overlord. This was an extraordinary feat and this 

victory changed the course of the war.      
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Fallout Safety by Koen Gaydos 

Sirens blare, televisions and radios turn on, and you can hear 

people screaming and running through the streets.  By the 

time you realize what is happening it is too late.  You are in-

stantly wiped out by high amounts of radiation.  That was 

your unprepared family when the world entered a nuclear 

war.  However, in a nuclear event you can be prepared if you 

purchase an Atlas Bomb Shelter. 
 

Atlas Bomb Shelter prices range from $9,999 to $164,999 

with each looking 

different and varying in 

size.  All of these shel-

ters can be installed 

worldwide.  You can 

purchase the lowest 

priced bomb shelter 

which includes 2 beds, 

a shower, and a toilet.  The highest priced shelter consists of 

a mud room, a decontamination room, an air filtration sys-

tem, an escape valve, a generator pod, a gun rack, an escape 

tunnel, a gas tight marine door, shelfing racks, and a blast 

valve.  
 

Each shelter is constructed so it is twenty feet underground 

and it can be built underneath your house or in your back-

yard.  There also is an emergency escape hatch just in case 

things get bad during the apocalypse.  Underneath the floor 

of a particular bomb shelter is 34 feet of storage space, but 

the space depends on the model you buy.   
 

Personally, I think that these shelters are a good investment 

for people living countries that are in danger of getting 

bombed.  However, for countries like the United States or 

Canada, they would be a waste of money because these 

countries are in no real danger.   
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Getting 

Enough Sleep  

by  Jude Andrae 
 

Getting enough sleep is very im-

portant. If you don’t get enough 

sleep it can affect a lot of things. 

One thing it can affect is grades; not 

getting enough sleep can make you 

not as alert so you won’t pay atten-

tion.   

It is recommended that teens get at 

least 9 hours of sleep.  Also, bright 

lights from cell phones and comput-

er screens can prevent you from fall-

ing asleep easily.  Shut off all tech-

nology an hour before bed.  If you 

don’t get enough sleep, it can affect 

your attention as well as your mood.  

No one likes grouchy people!    

So you can see getting enough sleep 

is vital to many things.  

School Dress Code Hacks 

for Girls  
by Gia Casale 

Do you hate the dress code per-

mitted at your school? Do you have 

special sleeveless tops that you 

can’t wear to school? Worry no 

more! This article will list a few 

hacks to send you to school looking 

better than ever.  

#1- Sleeveless Tops—Do you want 

to wear sleeveless tops to school 

but your school does not permit 

them? Wear a shrug. There are 

many different kinds of shrugs; 

short, long, colorful, or solid. Throw 

one on and you will not get busted 

for wearing sleeveless attire. You 

will get loads of compliments for 

your outfits in no time. 

#2- Denim and Jeans—Most dis-

tricts do not allow students to wear 

jeans or types of denim to school. 

You can fix this problem by buying a 

solid colored pair of jeggings pants 

such as red, teal, yellow, etc. These 

are jeans and leggings combined, 

but they are not denim. These pants 

make it look like they are jeans 

when they are not.  

#3- Collared Shirts—Do you hate 

wearing just a collared shirt to 

school? Do you feel like your outfit 

could use more detail? Use this 

hack. If you have a t-shirt or sweater 

that you cannot wear to school, 

wear that shirt over a collared shirt. 

A black or white collar looks the 

best underneath any kind of shirt.  

In conclusion, these dress code 

hacks are guaranteed to work and 

help you wear cooler, detailed 

outfits to school other than the usu-

al collared shirt and khakis.  

       New Businesses  

            by  Alex Barrett 
Within the last year, builders have 

been constructing new restaurants 

including Panera Bread, and a popu-

lar fast food joint, Popeyes.  Both 

places have delicious food. 

 

Panera, 

the first to 

open, is a 

café-style 

restaurant 

that focuses on healthy and quality food.  

The menu includes bagels, bakery 

items, paninis, sandwiches, and 

soups.   The food at Panera is made 

fresh every day.  One of my favorites 

is their chicken noodle soup.  

 

Popeyes, is 

a Louisiana 

kitchen 

with 

southern stye shrimp, chicken, 

wraps, biscuits, and fries. Popeyes’ 

breading on their chicken is deli-

cious with a hint of spice, and they 

make an amazing spicy shrimp dish.  

 

The traffic in and out of the restau-

rants has slowed down somewhat 

since the grand openings, so now’s 

your opportunity if you haven’t visit-

ed either business.  I hope to see 

you in both Panera Bread and Pop-

eyes. Enjoy your meal and have fun! 
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C  R  W  S  N  R  O  C  A  Y  B  S  F  Y 

 

Y  C  E  C  I  P  S  S  Q  W  Y  N  H  N 

 

K  S  O  E  W  K  M  S  G  T  S  R  F  U 

 

P  C  C  R  S  E  H  C  T  I  W  E  S  U 

 

K  S  S  A  N  N  M  U  T  U  A  T  N  F 

 

H  E  P  C  R  S  C  R  L  A  T  N  I  S 

 

A  L  I  Z  P  E  T  A  C  X  L  A  K  L 

 

Y  P  D  R  M  V  C  A  N  L  U  L  P  U 

 

R  P  E  U  C  A  A  R  L  D  T  O  M  O 

 

I  A  R  E  Y  E  Y  V  O  K  Y  K  U  H 

 

D  W  S  L  S  L  Q  W  Z  W  S  C  P  G 

 

E  N  E  E  W  O  L  L  A  H  F  A  V  C 

 

S  C  A  N  D  L  E  S  N  W  H  J  Z  G 

 

 H  A  U  N  T  E  D  H  O  U  S  E  S  H 

Fall Word Search by Gia Casale 

Acorns            Hayrides 

Apples            Jack-o-lanterns 

Autumn           leaves 

Candles           pumpkins 

Candy            scarecrow 

Cornstalks           spice 

Ghouls            spiders 

Halloween           witches 

Haunted houses 

 

Dog’s Return by Zach Wyche 

“Hmm,” Alex said, “I wonder how he’s survived in that ship for so long?” 

“I know, right?” That’s Charlie, he’s a bit weird sometimes.  

I’m Alex; I’m not human—we kind of left them—I’m a dog. Lately I’ve been 

stuck managing the Lord Counsel, which is an intergalactic government system, 

but right now they’re just slacking off while the terrorists are getting more pow-

erful by the day. But whatever; let them loose their people. Anyway where was 

I, oh that’s right, I don’t understand how this guy/dog survived on a cruiser 

with no power and no oxygen production for four months and is still alive and 

active. “I don’t know.” Oops must have thought out loud. I’m heading out. 

That basically means I’ll go explore the universe. I guess I’ll end it here. 

  Blog #127 Alex Allison 

Breaking 

news: 

A dog survived on a 

cruiser with no 

power or oxygen 

supply for four 

months! 



P a g e  9  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  1  

 

 


